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We have reviewed the information which you submitted regarding the function of
potassium aluminate in the treatment of water.

It is our understanding that potassium aluminate functions in a similar manner as
aluminum sulfate and sodium aluminate: When introduced into water, it dissociates, recombines,
and forms insoluble aluminum hydroxide and, presumably, soluble potassium salts. The
aluminum hydroxide flocculant settles out finely divided impurities from the water. We further
understand that the potassium constituents of the potassium aluminate, which comprise the major
portion thereof, remain in the water in the form of soluble salts.

In view of the foregoing, it is our opinion that potassium aluminate used by the City of ---
in treating its water supply may be purchased ex tax for resale.
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